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THE SIN OF PROFANE SW^RING. 



Some very intelligent persons have a strange 
and settled repugnance to reading religious 
Tracts. Without troubling themselves even to 
glance at their contents, they pronounce them 
to be nothing better than trash and twaddle, 
•and cast them aside with. contempt. And yet, 
these humble little messengers have accom- 
plished most mighty results, and not a few of 
them are the productions of gifted pens. 

We beg the reader not to lay this tract down 
until he has given it a careful perusal. If he is 
|ree from the Sin of Profane Swearing, the con- 
siderations which we shall present, may help to 
keep him from ever adopting so evil a practice. 
And if, on the other hand, he happens to belong 
to the unfortunate class, who are in the habit 
of taking God's holy Name in vain, this tract 
may be the means, in God's hands, of helping 
him to rid himself of it. 

Although so many thoughtless and irreverent 
persons indulge in Profane Swearing, and think 
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it no harm, it must really be a great and dan- 
gerous sin, or the Almighty would neVer have 
taken the trouble to send forth a special com- 
mand against it, — as He did amidst the thun- 
ders of Sinai. Moreover, if people do not 
commit any offence against Him, by using pro- 
fane language, what could possibly be the mean- 
ing of that passage, in the book of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, [xxiii 10] : *^ Because of swearing 
the land moumeth f* Here, you observe, that 
the very habit which is so freely and foolishly 
indulged in, the habit of Profane Swearing, is 
mentioned as the cause why God's judgments 
were poured out upon the earth, in ancient 
davs. And it becomes* all, who thus venture 
to provoke the indignation of the high and 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, to ask them- 
selves whether the prevalence of this sin may 
not be one great reason why our own beloved 
country has been made to pass through such 
dismal years of mourning and wretchedness. 

To take God's name in vain, is to employ 
what is sacred and holy, for other than sacred 
and holy purposes ; to deal with it lightly, and 
to treat it with disrespect and irreverence. 

Now all persons thus dishonor His holy name, 
and show contempt for iit, who bring it into 
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their ordinary conversation, to point a jest, or 
add force to what they say, or to fill up a gap 
which they find it inconvenient to supply, or to 
serve as a safety-valve for violent or excited 
passions, — or, when, in moments of madness, 
they call down the Omnipotent One, armed 
with all His terrors, to curse their enemies, and 
avenge their fancied wrongs. What a contrast 
between this frightful irreverence for God^s 
Name, and the solemn way in which it is always 
referred to in the Holy Scriptures ! The men- 
tion of that name should be carefully reserved, 
(as Sidney Smith has beautifully expressed it,) 
"for stupendous affliction, poured forth in 
eminent distress, appealed to before grave tri 
bunals, and pronounced with solemn devotion, 
when the dearest interests of mankind are at 
stake. God has grven us His Name as a sup- 
port to human laws, as a security to human 
happiness ; it is so great and serious a posses- 
sion, the use of it of such vast importance, that 
the law takes it to itself, and pronounces it to 
be an offence agaiust the public to use it, but 
in prayer." 

And what can possibly be more insulting to 
the Divine Majesty, or better calculated to 
arouse His fierce indignation, than the unholy 
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familiarity with His Name, which is manifested 
by the profane swearer, every day of his life ? 
The lisping tongue of infancy is heard, giving 
utterance to this language of fiends ; and with 
the old, the habit becomes so confirmed, that 
the third commandment of the decalogue is 
broken almost unconsciously ; although, by no 
means, not without guilt. Others, .again, who 
would be shocked to indulge in this open and 
undisguised form of profaneness, sin against 
God, by swearing by His attributes of Mercy, 
and Goodness, or by speaking His Name thought- 
lessly, In seasons of surprise or anger. Boys 
and young men are apt to regard it as an evi- 
dence of pluck and courage, to interlard their 
language with oaths, and the miserable vice ex- 
tends to all classes in society, and to every oc- 
cupation of life. 

Our readers must have patience, while we 
present a few plain considerations, why every 
one ought to abandon so dangerous a practice. 

1. The first reason which we give is, that 
there is no use in it As good Bishop Griswold 
was wont to say, " Profane swearing is the only 
unbaited hook which the devil fishes with!'' 
It makes no one wiser, or richer, or happier. 
^ ' Deception, and knavery, and theft, and drunken- 
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ness, and murder, may be resorted to, under 
the expectation of temporal gain, or for the 
hope of short-lived enjoyment. But for the sin 
of profaneness, there is no such temptatfon nor 
apology. The greatest and most perplexing 
employments of life may be carried on, without 
the use of one profane word. When Sir Chris- 
topher Wren was engaged in building St. Paul's 
Cathedral, he caused a notice to be put up in 
different parts of the sacred edifice, informing 
the workmen, that all who were guilty of " the 
ungodly custom of swearing," should be in- 
stantly dismissed from his employ. And so, 
the top-stone of this glorious temple was car- 
ried safely to its place, without the aid of the 
profaners of God's Name. 

An erroneous opinion has prevailed, that sail- 
ors and soldiers could never be kept in order, 
and made to do their duty, unless their officers 
had the privilege of swearing at them ! Many 
examples, from land and sea, might be cited, to 
show the absurdity of this notion. A few niust 
suffice. An English merchant, in fitting out a 
ship for India, told the captain that there must 
be no swearing among the crew, during the 
voyage. The captain did not object to the 
arrangement, but simply expressed his fears % 
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that a habit which had become a second nature 
to seamen, might not be so easily cured. "And 
how can I break o£F, myself?" asked the honest 
man. " I will take care that you are reminded 
of your duty," said the owner. "Wear the 
ring that I will give you, and let the law of the 
vessel be explicitly known." Accordingly, he 
procured a ring for the captain, with this motto 
engraved upon it : " Swear not at all." 

The ship soon sailed, and, in due course of 
time, came safely back. On being inquired of 
respectiiig the subject, the supercargo declared, 
that with the exception of the first twenty days 
after leaving England, there had -been no pro- 
faneness on board during the voyage. By this 
time, the old habit was completely destroyed, 
and the success of the experiment was com- 
plete. 

Besides other good things which Colonel 
Gardiner accomplished, while serving in the 
English army, he put an end to profane swear- 
ing among the ojficers and soldiers under his 
control, showing what a Christian officer may 
accomplish, when he sets himself about it. 

General Washington, in one of the " orders" 
issued for the direction of the American army, 
remarks that " The name of that Being, from 
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whose bountiful goodness we are permitted to 
exist and enjoy the comforts of life, is inces- 
santly Imprecated and profaned, in a manner as 
wanton as it is shocking. For the sake, there* 
fore, of religion, decency, and order, the Gen- 
eral hopes and trusts that officers of every rank 
will use their influence and authority to check 
a vice which is as unprofitable as wicked and 
shameful." 

When our newspapers, some years ago, were 
giving us the first reports of General Taylor's 
victory at Buena Vista, they represented the 
old hero as using many rough oaths^ whili^ 
sending out hfe directions for the battle^ or in 
response to those who brought him tidings of 
its successful progress. It was shocking to heir 
Christian men trying to apologize for such pro* 
faneness, as an almost necessary accompani- 
ment of seasons of excitement and peril. 
Months afterwards^ when the General happened 
to see some of these newspaper accounts for 
himself, he quietly observed, that, however 
badly he might have managed his tongue, at 
other times, he hoped that when the God of ' 
battles showed him such special favor, he had 
not ventured to use His Name profanely. 

If captains of ships, and commanders of 
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armies, can manage sailors and soldiers, with- 
out resorting to profane language, — ^surely, no 
one else has any excuse for thus violating God's 
sacred law. 

2. Another reason for refraining from pro- 
fane swearing is, th^t it is a flagrant breach of 
good manners, 

A well-bred persoa will not, intentionally, 
speak harshly in our presence, of those whom 
we love. The same rule ought to hold good, 
in regard to using the Name of God profanely, 
— ^a Being whom all right-minded people rever- 
ence and adore. No gentleman, in his senses, 
will give utterance to any thing so low and 
vulgar as an oath. Long year^ ago, Mr. John 
Howe, being at dinner with some fashionable 
pieople, one of the company had a great deal to 
say in praise of Charles the First, and mlade 
some very severe remarks about his enemies. 
Mr. Howe, observing that he mixed many hor- 
rid oaths with his discourse, ventured to sug- 
gest that he ' had omitted a distiaguishing ex- 
cellence in the character of that unfortunate 
prince, and being requested to mention what it 
was, he quietly answered, that King Charles 
carried his politeness so far, that he was never 
known to swear an oath in common conversa- 
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tion. The reproof was taken in good part, and 
was never forgotten. 

Another illustration which we have to o£Fer, 
relates to one greater and better than any 
crowned head. While Washington was Presi- 
dent of the United States, he was presiding one 
day, with his accustomed grace and dignity, at - 
the head of his own table, when a guest made 
himself very conspicuous by his frequent use 
of profane language. At last, the General 
could restrain himself no longer, and deliber- 
ately laying down his knife and fork, he said, 
in a decided tone, and looking at the trans- 
gressor as he spoke, "J thought we were all 
gentlemen^ hereT 

Of course, the swearing ceased. 

3. We insist, in the third place, that pro- 
faneness should be stopped, because it ts unr 
hind and cruel. 

How often, in travelling in public convey- 
ances, are ladies, and Christians of refined and 
tender sensibilities, to say nothing of clergy- 
men,— obliged to sit in uncomplaining silence, 
while some thoughtless fellow-passenger shocks 
and startles them, by profaning the Name of 
the Almighty Fatheb, and of that adorable 
Saviour, who bought us with His blood ! — 
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I say that this is done by thoughtless persons ; 
for I can hardly believe that, if they gave a 
moment's reflection to the . subject, they would 
be thus unkind and cruel. 

The celebrated Dr. Mason, being once on a 
journey, in a stage-coach, was exceedingly 
annoyed and distressed by the profaneness of 
an officer, who, in other respects,, was a very 
agreeable man. When the passengers stopped 
for dinner, the doctor called the officer aside, 
and remarked, ^' I am sure you are not aware 
of it, sir; but, during our ride this morning, 
you have repeatedly mentioned the name of a 
dear Fbiend of mine, in a most disrespectful 
way, and I beg, as a special favor, that you 
will not continue thus to wound my feelings." 
The officer expressed great surprise, and in- 
sisted that he was not conscious of having 
indulged in any personality. "Yes, yes," 
replied his fellow-traveller ; "you blasphemed 
the name of «iy Heavenly Father, than whom 
I have no dearer Friend!" It was a word 
spoken in season. May we not hope that this 
little tract may prove to be such a timely 
warning? 

4 Again, we enter a protest against profane 
swearing, because it is sinful The simple fact. 
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that GrOj) forbids it, settles this point at once* 
See Exodus xx. 7 ; Levit. xxiv. 16 ; Hosea iv. 
2, 3 ; Jer. xxiii. 10 ; St. Matt. v. 34-3-7 ; St. 
Matt, xxiii. 16-22 ; St. James v. 12, and other 
similar passages. 

Many a man who would be terribly shocked 
at the idea of robbing a house, or committing 
murder, will utter the most dreadful oaths, — 
and think nothing of it And yet, which is the 
worse, an oflFence against man, (as robbery, or 
murder would be,) or a sin against the Most 
High God? 

5. Taking God's Name in vain ought never 
to be done, because it is an offencewTdch He 
will surely punish. We might spend hours in 
relating well attested facts like the following : 

A laborer in a stone quarry had one day 
fastened a heavy mass of rock to a rope, for the 
purpose of its being hoisted up, when the man 
who was to attend to the windlass, expi'essed 
his fears that the rope was not strong enough. 
The laborer below immediately answered, with 
a shocking oath, "Then let it crush me to 
atoms!" The wretched man had hardly thus 
dared God's vengeance, when the stone fell, 
and he was hurried, in a moment, into the 
presence of the Eternal Judge. 
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In the summer of 1796, a violent thunder- 
storm passed over the district of Montpelier ; 
about a thousand French soldiers being en- 
camped near the town. At a short distance 
from the camp, five of the soldiers were helping 
^ husbandman, who had hired them to work in 
his harvest field. When the storm came on, 
the party took refuge under a tree, where the 
soldiers began to blaspheme God, for interrupt- 
ing their labor ; and one of them, in the mad- 
ness of his presumption, took up his gun, and 
pointing it towards the skies, said that he 
would fire a bullet at Him who sent the storm ! 

The husbandman was seized with horror, and 
fled from the spot ; but he had hardjy left it, 
when a flash of lightning struck four of the 
soldiers dead, and wounded the fifth so severely, 
that his life was despaired of 

Two soldiers, at Chatham, England, once laid 
a trifling wager, which could swear most oaths. 
After one of them had poured out many shock- 
ing ones, he hesitated a short time, and said, 
he could think of one more, which should be 
his last. He was not suffered to utter it, foi 
he was instantly struck speechless, and so re- 
mained for about three hours, when he died 
By order of his officers, his body was made a 
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public spectacle to the populace, soldiers, and 
sailors, as a salutary warning. 

We have purposely avoided relating similar 
circumstances, much nearer home, being un- 
willing, even in efforts to do good, to give 
pain to surviving ;friends, who might recognize 
the persons referred to. 

In cases where the Almighty does not send 
temporal judgments on those who blaspheme 
His holy name, it is certain that, if they die 
impenitent and unpardoned. He has Eternal > 
ones in store for them. Has He not said, that 
He will not hold them guiltless^ who take Hia 
name in vain? We may be sure that this 
future punishment will be all the more terrible, 
because we are not told what it will be. 

The profane swearer may now laugh at the 
threatenings of God's word; he may turn a 
deaf ear to the warnings and exhortations of 
His ministers, and to the prayers and ad- 
monitions of His people. But " God is not 
a man that He should lie ; nor the Son of man, 
that He should repent. Hath He said, and 
shall He not do it ? or hath He spoken, and 
shall He not make it good ?" (Numbers xxiii. 
13.) 

As Mr. Romaine was one day walking in the 
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street, he heard a man in great wrath, calling 
upon God to damn his soul. The clergyman 
stopped, and taking out a half-crown, said, " I 
will give you this, if you will repeat that 
oath!" The man started back and answered, 
" What ! sir ; do you think I will damn my 
soul for half a crown ?" " As you did it, just 
now, for up thing," said Mr. Remain e, "I could 
aot suppose you would refuse to do it for a re- 
\^ard !" The reproof went home to the swear- 
er's conscience, and he replied, "God bless and 
reward you, sir, whoever you be. I believe 
you have saved my soul ; I hope I shall never 
swear again, while I live !" 

If some friend would write down the oaths 
which an angry man utters in the course of a 
single hour, and show him the shocking record, 
when he had regained his composure, it is doubt- 
ful whether he himself would not turn from it 
in disgust. And the profane swearer should re- 
member that an offended God is keeping an 
account of his violations of the third Command- 
ment, and' that this account will be brought up 
against him at the final judgment. 

Surely, we have presented reasons enough, 
why God's holy Name should no longer be pro 
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faned. May our readers ponder these reasoius 
well. 

St. Chrysostom proposed a plan for breaking 
off this vile practice, which is -worth a trial 
"Would'st thou know," he asks, i'how thou 
may'st rid thyself of this wicked custom of 
swearing? Every time, whenever thou shalt 
find thyself to have let slip an oath, punish 
thyself for it by missing the next meal. Such 
a course as this, though troublesome to the 
flesh, will be profitable to the spirit, and cause 
a quick amendment." 

Let us all beseech our Father in Heaven, to 
" make us have a perpetual fear and love of His 
holy Name." And, whenever we read or hear 
the Third Commandment, let us devoutly say, 
"JSord?, have mercy upon us^ and incline our 
hearU to keep this law /" 
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